Wisconsin Prescription Drug Monitoring Program Update: Interstate Data Now Available

Since becoming operational in June, the Wisconsin Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (WI PDMP) has proven to be an empowering tool to combat the prescription drug misuse and abuse problem in Wisconsin. As a statewide program containing information about the dispensing of certain controlled substances and Tramadol to patients in Wisconsin, the WI PDMP enables physicians, physician assistants, dentists, advanced practice nurse prescribers, pharmacists, and other healthcare professionals to access information about their patients’ prescription histories.

The information in the database dates back to January 1, 2013, when the administrative rules requiring pharmacies and dispensing practitioners to collect PDMP data became effective. As of October 1, 2013, there were approximately 7,500,000 records in the database from dispensers in Wisconsin. 

While the data from dispensers in Wisconsin is already helpful, additional information from other states can provide a more complete picture of patients’ prescription histories. With this knowledge in mind, the Department joined the National Association of Boards of Pharmacy PMP InterConnect (PMPi) data sharing hub at the request of the Pharmacy Examining Board. The PMPi enables state prescription monitoring programs to securely exchange data with users of other states’ programs.

Since early October, healthcare professionals who have registered to use the WI PDMP have been able to seamlessly obtain data about their patients from the Illinois Prescription Monitoring Program through their account with the WI PDMP. In the near future, healthcare professionals should also be able to obtain data from the prescription monitoring programs in Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, North Dakota, and South Dakota through their accounts with the WI PDMP.
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